
 SOUTH ELGIN AND COUNTRYSIDE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT                                                                               

A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OFFICIAL RECORD 

  

  

 

DATE: June 9 2026   

  

The regular monthly meeting for the South Elgin and Countryside Fire Protection District was called to 

order on June 9, 2026  at 19:00. The meeting was conducted at Station 22, 2055 McDonald Road, South 

Elgin, IL, 60177.  

  

PRESENT:  

President Diana Cornelissen 

Secretary Rick Bohlman 

Trustee Jeff Theriault 

Trustee Kathy Hazelwood   

 

ABSENT: 

Treasurer Jeffrey Speyers 

PRESENTATIONS: President Cornelissen administered the Oath of Office to the District's newest full-
time Firefighter/Paramedics, Zachary Beatty and Diego Sanchez, in the presence of their family, friends, 
and fellow firefighters. 

Zack began his fire service career through the District's sponsorship of the Elgin Community College Fire 
Academy in 2025. Following his successful graduation, he joined the District as a part-time 
Firefighter/EMT-B in August 2025. Diego also attended the Elgin Community College Fire Academy in 
2024 and joined the District as a part-time Firefighter/EMT-B in September of that year. Both Zack and 
Diego are currently enrolled in the Elgin Fire Department Paramedic Program. 

Chief Luchsinger expressed that the District is fortunate to welcome both firefighters to the full-time staff 
and looks forward to their continued growth and successful careers. The Board congratulated Zachary 
and Diego on this significant milestone. 

TREASURERS REPORT 

CPA Sam Matranga attended the meeting via Zoom in place of James Howard. Mr. Matranga reviewed 

the District's May 2026 Financial Report, which had been provided to the Board members for review prior 

to the meeting. 

 
Acceptance and Approval of Consent Agenda  

a. 26-003 Resolution to Authorize the Sale of Surplus Property 
b. Approval of US Digital Station Alerting Maintenance Agreement in amount $13,011.50 
c. Approval of purchase of OSFM Grant Funded Expenses-Air One Equipment, Inc. Gear 

Quote 3 complete sets and 50 protective hoods in the amount not to exceed $21,774.00 
d. Approval of May 12, 2026, meeting minutes, regular and CS 
e. Approval of Treasurer’s Report for May 2026 
f. Approval June 9, 2026 bills in the amount of $62,145.36 

Ratify May 13-June 8, 2026 bills in the amount of $235,723.41 
 

Trustee Hazelwood made a motion to accept items A through F from the consent agenda as presented. 

Secretary Bohlman seconded, and the motion passed by a voice vote of 4-0, Treasurer Speyers absent. 

 
 
 
 
 



ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
Attorney Shawn Flaherty attended the meeting and provided the Board with a legislative update. He 
discussed four bills that have passed in at least one legislative chamber: House Bill 4292, which would 
allow a one-time transfer of ambulance funds; House Bill 4491, which would expand Public Employee 
Disability Act (PEDA) coverage for line-of-duty illnesses; Senate Bill 2102, which would allow counties to 
accept budgets electronically; and a House Bill 2785 which pertains to receiving ambulance fees and 
prohibits balance billing. Attorney Flaherty will continue to monitor these bills and keep the Board 
informed of any developments. Attorney Flaherty also informed the Board that there have been 
discussions regarding a potential cap on the Ground Emergency Medical Transportation (GEMT) 
program; however, no definitive timeline or legislative action has been established at this time. 
 
CHIEF’S REPORT 

Chief Luchsinger reported to the Board that the District had been notified that American Eagle Bank has 

been acquired by Michigan State University Federal Credit Union. He informed the Board that he talked 

with American Eagle Bank President Barry Kreczmer and consulted with Attorney Shawn Flaherty and 

CPA James Howard to ensure the transition would not adversely affect the District. Chief Luchsinger 

stated that he will continue evaluating the District's banking options, including exploring other financial 

institutions, to determine the best long-term solution for the District. 

 

Full-Time Staffing Update - Chief Luchsinger reported that despite swearing in two new full-time 
firefighters this month, the District remains three full-time firefighters short of full staffing. In addition, one 
full-time firefighter remains on non-duty medical leave, and four full-time firefighters are scheduled to be 
on maternity/paternity leave over the next several months. Chief Luchsinger continues working through 
the current full-time hiring list, when exhausted the District will initiate a new testing process. The District 
remains committed to restoring full staffing levels to help reduce the overtime burden on personnel and 
the District. 

Tower 23 Update – Chief Luchsinger advised the Board that he is taking a wait-and-see approach 
regarding the replacement of Tower 23. The Board discussed the possibility of accelerating the 
replacement timeline if necessary. Chief reported that Assistant Chief Cox submitted an Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant (AFG) application and he hopes that, if awarded, it would free up budgeted funds to 
assist with the purchase of a new truck. In the meantime, the Elgin Fire Department continues to provide 
backup truck service when needed within the District. 

Chief Luchsinger informed the Board that he will be out of state on vacation from June 13 through June 

22, 2026. During his absence, Assistant Chief Cox will oversee and manage all District operations and 

related matters. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT-  

Nothing to report at this time. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

None at this time. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Sikich Draft Audit Presentation- Brian LeFevre of Sikich attended the meeting and presented the draft 
Fiscal Year 2025 (January 1–December 31, 2025) Annual Comprehensive Financial Report (ACFR) to 
the Board. The audit cannot be filed until final confirmation is received from IMRF. 

Secretary Bohlman made a motion to accept the preliminary ACFR for the fiscal year ending December 
31, 2025, as prepared by Sikich, pending any necessary revisions resulting from the IMRF confirmation. 
Trustee Hazelwood seconded the motion. The motion carried by a 4-0 voice vote, Treasurer Speyers 
absent. A copy of the finalized ACFR will be available on the District's website and at the District's 
Administrative Office. 

 



CLOSED SESSION- Not needed.  
 
ANY OTHER NEW BUSINESS - Nothing at this time. 
 

GOOD OF THE DISTRICT - Nothing at this time. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – Nothing at this time.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Board on a motion duly made by Trustee Theriault 
and seconded by Secretary Bohman, the meeting was adjourned at 19:43 hours; the motion passed 4-0, 
Treasurer Speyers absent. 
 

Respectfully submitted,   

Secretary Bohlman   

 


