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SOUTH ELGIN AND COUNTRYSIDE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OFFICIAL RECORD




DATE: December 12, 2016 


The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

The regular monthly meeting for the South Elgin and Countryside Fire Protection District was called to order on December 12, 2016 at the South Elgin Fire Department, Station #22, 2055 McDonald Rd. South Elgin, IL Kane County, IL at 19:02 hours.

PRESENT: President Mary Van Winkle, Secretary Rick Bohlman, Treasurer Jeffrey Speyers, Trustee Joe Cluchey,
Trustee Jeff Theriault, Chief Sohn
 
ABSENT: None

Minutes of the Trustee Meeting held on November 14, 2016 were reviewed. Secretary Bohlman made a motion to approve the previous meeting minutes. Treasurer Speyers seconded, and the motion passed unanimously with Trustee Cluchey abstaining. 

Minutes from the December 5th, 2016 Special Meeting were reviewed. Secretary Bohlman made a motion to accept the minutes from the December 5th, 2016 Special Meeting. President Van Winkle seconded, and the motion passed unanimously with Trustee Cluchey abstaining.

The Treasurer’s Report at the end of November showed a balance of $8,268,113.10, the balance as of the meeting was $8,078,311.89. There were accounts payable payments made of checks 13460 thru 13504, and payroll checks 11254 thru 11283. There were three voided checks; A/P checks #13505 in the amount of $1,107.03 (returned check) and # 13375 (printed in error), also P/R check # 11283 (printed incorrectly). Check # 13549 in the amount of $635 to Matt Turnquist was ratified.  A motion was made by Trustee Theriault to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented. President Van Winkle seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. Trustee Cluchey made a motion to pay the November bills as presented in the amount of $189,801.21.  Secretary Bohlman seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.   

PRESENTATIONS: 
We responded to a serious EMS call (#16-2493) with Elgin FD; Elgin sent a letter thanking us for working so well with them on the call. The following persons were on the call: Capt. Rothecker, FM Lippold, and FM Peters. 

The following persons received EMS Awards:
5 years - Anthony Rogers 
10 years – Eric Truax
15 years - William Luchsinger 
15 years - Matthew Sutton
20 years - Brian Beatty 
20 years - John Freiberg 
20 years – Matthew Turnquist
25 years - Steven Diehl
25 years – Lt. Arnie Zabran
35 years – A/C Bert Lancaster  
                                                                                                                                                                                    Rocco Giardino and Anthony Rodgers received their OSFM Fire Apparatus Engineer Certification.    

The board thanked and congratulated everyone for their outstanding efforts!


PRESIDENT’S REPORT – NONE

CHIEF’S REPORT – Some of the members of the District will be helping serve at the Senior Services Holiday Dinner in Elgin on December 14th. Quite a few South Elgin residents attend this event. Captain Cox, Eric Truax, 
Liz Loss and Britta Eggebrecht are planning on attending, all are welcome to come and help if inclined.

ATTORNEY’S REPORT- None at this time   

OLD BUSINESS – 
Investment Policy- Chief Sohn and the Trustees discussed the amount of money the district plans on initially investing. Trustee Cluchey asks if the Investment Policy has had our attorney’s approval.  Trustee Theriault made a motion to accept and approve the South Elgin & Countryside Fire Protection District Investment Policy as written. Trustee Cluchey seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  Secretary Bohlman and Treasurer Speyers will participate in the investment process.

Trustee Cluchey suggested that we check to see if the district is covered for fiduciary liability for investing. Dave Broz from Railside Citrus was present at the meeting and discussed with the board a possibility for needing additional (fiduciary liability) insurance before going forward with the Investment Policy.  He will do some homework and report back to Chief his findings and possible rates.

$2,070 dollars has been donated to the Fire District in memory of Past President Kenny Cornellisen. President Van Winkle would like the board to make a timely decision on how to honor Kenny with this money. Trustee Theriault suggested that the district use the money to start an annual FF/PM award named in Kenny’s honor. The board agreed that this type of award would be a suitable remembrance of Kenny, and also a way of celebrating our outstanding employees. The board will look into what criteria they desire for to such an award. It was also brought up that maybe the new ambulance could be dedicated to Kenny’s honor with a decal on the vehicle.

Chief learned from the county that two of the properties that were annexed from FRCFRD will need land surveys to clarify the land description in order for the paperwork to be completed. The board decided to get two bids for the surveys. 

NEW BUSINESS –
The board reviewed the signed Pension Board letter.

Trustee Cluchey made a motion to adopt and sign Tax Levy Ordinance #16-0170, contingent on our attorney’s approval. Secretary Bohlman seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.

Chief Sohn reports that we have plans for another Assisted Living project in our District, and we have also heard of a possible additional Memory Care Facility. These types of buildings/facilities greatly impact our services. Chief Sohn would like to try to get some financial support from these facilities to help pay for future apparatus / ambulances. This would be a one-time user fee type contribution. Chief will talk to our attorney about this concept. Trustee Cluchey adds that we could not be the only district / department with this dilemma, and suggested that we look to perhaps create/discover some legal standards to help with this issue.

ECC contacted Chief Sohn asking for the district to sponsor POCs for their BOF class. He received a few names and after contacting the candidates discovered they did not live in our district. We will consider sponsoring candidates if they live in our district. Trustee Cluchey impressed on the board the importance of making sure the candidates are physically fit (CPAT), and have had a background check before  starting the class to reduce the chance of liability of serious injury, or any other issues that we should know about before hire. 

The Explorer group has been dwindling. Due to lack of interest the district decided to disband the Explorer Post at this time. If in the future we have more interest, we will consider starting up the program again.

The chief and the board discussed the necessity and probability of a referendum. The board decided to look into the upcoming filing / election dates, form a committee, and create a plan to move forward with the information we find.

We have asked the Village of South Elgin to disperse our Impact Fees they have acquired. Trustee Cluchey made a motion to have President Van Winkle signed a Release & Hold Harmless Agreement with the Village of South Elgin to release our Impact Fee funds that they are holding. Trustee Bohlman seconded, the motion passed unanimously. The agreement will be returned to Financial Director Art Skibley and in turn we will receive a check for the Impact Fees within the next couple weeks.

GOOD OF THE DISTRICT - Treasurer Speyers has had some good news; UW Madison accepted his time and he was put on their transplant list. He needs to be ready at any time a kidney becomes available. The board expresses their concern for Jeff, and their delight at this good news.

Union President William Luchsinger wanted to add that the Union will do all they can to support the District in our quest for a referendum as long as they are sufficiently and accurately informed, and included in the process. The board agreed that this endeavor will be a team effort and want to work with the Union to ensure our best effort.

PUBLIC COMMENT- None at this time

CLOSED SESSION - Not Needed

There being no further business to come before the board on a motion duly made by Trustee Theriault and seconded by Treasurer Speyers, the meeting was adjourned at 20:47 hours after the motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Secretary Rick Bohlman

